TALK STRAIGHT – The World Of Rural Queers

(Original title: ICH KENN KEINEN - Allein unter Heteros)

World Premiere: Berlin International Film Festival / Panorama, Feb 7, 2003

Award: Teddy Award for Best Documentary

SYNOSPIS:

In big cities discrimination against homosexuality and gay way of life is not a big issue anymore. Gay mayors and football club association presidents are no longer colourful exceptions to the rule, rather they have become an expression of normality. In rural areas, however, the definition of what is normal is quite different. Out here, normal means a husband, wife and children "the nuclear family". In the country, expressions such as "proofter" are still common parlance and mothers are ashamed if their sons fail to bring home a girlfriend.

Hartmut, Richard, Stefan and Uwe are all gay men who live in the country. They punctuate their rural existence with brief but regular sojourns in Berlin, Zürich or Thailand. These four men have learned to live with the fact, that their lifestyle is met with a volley of abuse from their heterosexual friends and acquaintances in the church choir and at the local pub.

Jochen Hick's film provides an insight into a largely unknown world. The audience follows the lives of the protagonists via the comments of their heterosexual environment. Expressed in the local dialect, the often comical and regular surprising comments on homosexuality demonstrate just how deep the gulf is between what is supposedly normal and what comprises a deviation from the norm. The film provides a bitterly comical portrait of a heterosexual perspective on gay men in Germany's country towns.
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JOCHEN HICK

1981-87 Studies at film department of the Hamburg Academy of Fine Arts. Different studies at University of Hamburg, Florence, Perugia and Bologna (DAMS - film department). Worked on many film projects as AD, Sound, DP and AC. Author, director, freelance journalist (for various tv-stations) and producer. Several intensive experiences in project development for both TV companies (RTL TV) and production companies (Bremer Institut Film Fernsehen, now: MIRAFILM and Schwartzkopff TV). Co-founded production company GALERIA ALASKA PRODUCTIONS (Hamburg) with PC Neumann. Since 1995 owner of the company. Lives in Hamburg and Berlin.

Selection of  theatrical films as author and director / partly producer:

1985

MOND ÜBER PITTSBURGH “Moon over Pittsburgh” (short)



- as well producer
1987

GERD HANSEN, 55 (short, 6 min)



- as well producer -



„Award of german film-critics“ at Short Film Festival Oberhausen 1987



Release: German speaking countries

1988-90

VIA APPIA (feature, 90 min.)



- as well production surveillance -



Festivals: Max-Ophüls-Festival (world premiere) plus over 20 int. film



festival invitations (including SFG&LFF, Outfest, NYG&LFF) 




Thetrical release: German speaking countries, USA, U.K, Brazil.



TV: ZDF

1992

WELCOME TO THE DOME (short documentary, 14 min.)



- as well co-producer -



Festivals: Berlin Int. Film Festival (world premiere) plus around 10 int. film 



festival invitations



Special recognition German Unions/DGB



Theatrical release: German speaking countries, USA



TV: HR and other stations

1995

MENMANIACS - The Legacy of Leather  (feature documentary, 86 min)



- as well producer & photography -



Festivals: Berlin Int. Film Fest (world premiere) plus over 40 international film



festival invitations, including Montreal World Film, Chicago International



Theatrical & video release: Germany, U.K., USA, Brazil

1998

SEX/LIFE IN L.A. (feature documentary, 90 min.)



- as well producer & photography -



Festivals: Berlin Int. Film Fest (world premiere), Montreal World Film, Seattle 



International, Melbourne International plus - to date - over 40 international film



festival invitations 



Theatrical video release: Germany, U.K., France, U.S.



TV: Denmark, Spain, Hongkong, Italy
2000

NO ONE SLEEPS (NESSUN’ DORMA) (feature, 108 min.)



Festivals: already invited to more than 20 international film festivals, including Berlin Int.



Film Festival 2000



TV: ARTE, WDR for ARD, Australia



Theatrical & video: Taiwan, Spain, North America, Germany

2001-2002
TALK STRAIGHT – The World Of Rural Queers! (feature documentary)

- as well producer and photography –

Festivals: Berlin Int. Film Festival (world premiere) plus many other festivals

TV: 3sat

Theatrical: Germany (other countries to follow)

Award: Teddy Award for Best Gay&Lesbian Documentary 
