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Talk Straight: The World of Rural Queers
 
Ich Kenn Keinen: Allein Unter Heteros 
(Docu -- Germany) A Galeria Alaska production. Produced, directed, written by Jochen Hick.
 


By DENNIS HARVEY 



Jochen Hicks' "Talk Straight" reps a personal best after 15 years of uneven gay-themed features both fictive and non ("Via Appia," "Sex/Life in L.A.," "No One Sleeps"). Funny, poignant and charming docu belies English title's implied narrow focus to deliver a much looser appreciation of some quirky, semi-isolated gay men, the still largely homo-oblivious rural world they live in, various social networks/personal escape valves and life in general. Already well-traveled on fest circuit, pic should continue hitting every gay fest while picking up select tube and possible arthouse dates. 

Original German title translates as "I don't know any," the usual passerby response to Hicks' inquiries re: attitudes toward homosexuality and homosexuals. To their credit, most solid bourgeois citizens here appear willing enough to shed old prejudices -- it's just that so far, all they know about the gay world is what they got from TV (or the pulpit). 

For protags, being the lone "out" person in their native Black Forest hamlets is a sometimes lonely but not unbearable circumstance. Elderly retiree Richard has a long-distance relationship with old friend Eduard. Goofy military-wear enthusiast Uwe, a 38-year old technical worker, gets his kicks on occasional dives into Berlin's wild life, while at home, his mum ignores all blunt truths -- she still insists it'll be OK when he "brings a girl home some day." Hartmut came out only six years earlier at age 51, upon finding out he was HIV positive; he now wishes he'd done that much sooner. 

Heavyset mid-20s forester Stefan would like a steady mate. But wedging anyone -- male or female -- between him and his rather overpowering mother could prove difficult. Fifth principal is Erika, a mother with two grown gay sons. She's taken up the cause in earnest, starting up a parents' organization, encouraging tolerance in local churches, etc. 

After introducing personalities, pic settles into a freeform yet canny mix of bemused interviews with average rural citizens. (Asked what they imagine gay sex is like, they often spout variations on, "It's too horrible to think about.") Pic also spends time with the men (including Hartmut's latest trip to sex-tourist-paradise Thailand), and makes miscellaneous digressions. Principals are viewed fondly, foibles and all, sans condescension; there's a wistful undercurrent here that avoids outright pathos. 

Florian Kohler's editing is outstanding element in smartly assembled package.
 

 
Camera (color, Digital Beta to 35mm), Hick; editor, Florian Kohler; music, Jan Tilman Schade, Klaus Wagner. Reviewed at Berlin & Beyond Festival, San Francisco, Jan. 13, 2004. Running time: 99 MIN.

 


